
Survey No. B-3999 

Maryland Historical Trust Magi No' 0439995704 
tate Historic Sites Inventory Form D0E _ y e s _no 

1. Name ( indicate preferred name) 

historic ^500 Thames S t r e e t 

and/or common 1 5 ° ° T h a m e s S t r e e t 

2, Location 

street & number 1500 Thames S t r e e t not for publication 

city, town Ba 111 mo re vicinity of congressional district Th i rd 

state M a r y l a n d c o u n t y B a l t i m o r e C i t y 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

district . public occupied agriculture museum 
X building(s) X private X unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Public Acqu is i t ion Accessib le entertainment religious 
object in process yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
* n o t a p p l i c a b l e J L no military _JL other: Vacan t 

4. Owner of Property ( g i v e names and m a i l i n g add resses o f a l l owners ) 

name B o n d S t r e e t A s s o c i a t e s / M i c h a e l S i l v e r , Managing Genera l P a r t n e r 

street & number 1 0 2 1 W o r l d T rade Cen te r t e l e p h o n e n o . : 301 -244 -7292 

city,town B a l t i m o r e s t a t e and z i p code M a r y l a n d 21202 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. B a l t i m o r e C i t y Land Records O f f i c e l i b e r SEB 75 

street & number 100 N o r t h C a l v e r t S t r e e t , Room 610 f o l i o 74 

city,town B a l t i m o r e s t a t e M a r y l a n d 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

te federal state county local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description survey NO. B-3999 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent X_ deteriorated unaltered * original site 
good ruins _X altered moved date o f move 
fair unexposed 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and i t s 
various elements as i t exis ts today. 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

The t h r e e s t o r y , b r i ck t r i a n g u l a r l y shaped rowhouse a t 1500 
Thames S t r ee has been a l t e r e d many t imes s i n c e i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n 
in t h e e a r l y 19 th c e n t u r y . The wes t e l e v a t i o n shows a t l e a s t 
four c o n s t r u c t i o n p e r i o d s in t h e b r i ck work. The south e l e v a t i o n 
has been r ep laced with i r onspo t b r i c k . And t h e roof was r a i s e d . 
Empty for s e v e r a l y e a r s , S t r u c t u r a l Engineers have d e c l a r e d t h e 
bu i ld ing s t r u c t u r a l l y unsound. 

Th i s b u i l d i n g i s n o t l o c a t e d w i t h i n t h e b o u n d a r i e s of t h e 
F e l l ' s Po in t Nat iona l Reg i s t e r H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t . 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

At 1500 Thames S t r e e t , a t t h e n o r t h e a s t c o r n e r of C a r o l i n e 
S t r e e t , s t a n d s a t h r e e s t o r y , t h r e e b r i c k rowhouse , o r i g i n a l l y 
d a t i n g from t h e e a r l y 19th cen tu ry . The much-a l t e red b u i l d i n g i s 
l o c a t e d on a t r i a n g u l a r l y shaped l o t which a b u t s t h e warehouse 
a d d i t i o n s of 1502-1508 Thames S t r e e t t o t h e e a s t . 

O r i g i n a l l y a 2 - 1 / 2 s t o r y h o u s e , t h e roof was r a i s e d some 
t ime in t h e l a s t h a l f of t h e 19 th c e n t u r y t o 3 s t o r i e s (1866 
Sandborn Map). At a l a t e r d a t e , t he p r i n c i p a l (south) e l e v a t i o n 
i s f aced w i t h 20 th c e n t u r y i r o n s p o t b r i c k l a i d i n r u n n i n g bond. 
The c o r n e r of t h e f i r s t f l o o r was c u t away t o c r e a t e a c o r n e r 
e n t r a n c e , now marked by a plywood doo r . Th i s change o c c u r r e d i n 
t h e 20th cen tu ry p robab ly a s s o c i a t e d wi th the convers ion of t h e 
house t o a s a l o o n . Rounded g l a s s b l o c k s f l a n k t h e e n t r a n c e a t 
e i t h e r s i d e of t h e doo r . Quarry t i l e and b r i c k s e t i n c o n c r e t e 
c r e a t e t h e s toop , (see photo 1) 

(See a t tached sheets f o r c o n t i n u a t i o n o f General Desc r i p t i on ) 



8. Significance survey NO. B-3999 

P-Hod Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 

invention other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 

check: Appl icable C r i t e r i a : A B C D 
and/or 

Appl icable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of S ign i f i cance : n a t i o n a l s t a t e l o c a l 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of s ign i f i cance and a genera l s ta tement of h i s t o r y and 
suppor t . 

. • \ • • . i 

l 



^ 

9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. B-3999 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 25 x_5_0 X 43 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM r e f e r e n c e s 

A l . I I I . I i i I • . I B l . I I I . I . i I I i I . I . i I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

Cl . I I I . I . . I I . I D| I I I I • I | , , I 
El • I I I . I , . I I , I • I • , I Fl , | | | | | , | | I , I , | , , I 

G | _ j J I I ' I l • I I l I I I I I I H|_jJ I I I I i i I I I I , I | • I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11 • Form Prepared By 

name/title Nancy Miller 

organization Walter Schamu and Assoc. date May 1984 

street & number 107 E. Preston St. telephone 301-685-3582 

city or town Baltimore state Maryland 21202 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



8. Significance survey NO. B-3999 

r- rjod Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
1 - prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 

. 1400-1499 J}C archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 

x 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
x 1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 

invention other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 

c h e c k : A p p l i c a b l e C r i t e r i a : A B C ) ( D 
a n d / o r 

A p p l i c a b l e E x c e p t i o n : A B C D E F G 

Leve l of S i g n i f i c a n c e : n a t i o n a l s t a t e / l o c a l 

P r e p a r e b o t h a summary p a r a g r a p h of s i g n i f i c a n c e and a g e n e r a l s t a t e m e n t o f h i s t o r y and 
s u p p o r t . 

SIGNIFICANCE SUMMARY 

The b u i l d i n g a t 1500 Thames S t r e e t does n o t p o s s e s s s u f f i c i e n t i n t e g r i t y owing t o 
s t r u c t u r a l f a i l u r e and t o s u b s t a n t i a l a l t e r a t i o n s t o meet t h e N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r 
C r i t e r i a f o r E v a l u a t i o n . The p u r p o s e of t h i s e s s a y i s t o summarize t h e h i s t o r i c a l 
deve lopmen t of t h e p r o p e r t y . (NOTE: The Mary land H i s t o r i c a l T r u s t h a s on f i l e 
t h e r e s e a r c h n o t e s on which t h i s e s s a y i s b a s e d . ) 

ISTORY AND SUPPORT 

The p r o p e r t y a t 1500 Thames S t r e e t i s l o c a t e d on Lot 23 of F e l l ' s P o i n t . Ann 
F e l l (widow of Edward F e l l ) s o l d t h e l o t t o Rem John Remsen, a New York m e r c h a n t , 
i n 1768. ( U n t i l t h e 1 8 2 0 ' s t h e n o r t h e r n boundary of Lot 23 was t h e h a r b o r . ) 
A f t e r Remsen ' s d e a t h , h i s h e i r s i n Albany s o l d Lot .23 t o W i l l i a m Wea the rby who 
a p p e a r s i n t h e 1796 C i t y D i r e c t o r y as a cooper w i t h two a d d r e s s e s on Thames S t r e e t . 
The 1798 F e d e r a l D i r e c t Tax Assessmen t i n d i c a t e s W i l l i a m Wea the rby owned a one 
s t o r y , wood c o o p e r ' s shop as w e l l as a two s t o r y , wood w a r e h o u s e l e a s e d t o James 
G i b b s . The 18 th c e n t u r y r e c o r d s , from t h e r e s e a r c h t o d a t e , g i v e no i n d i c a t i o n 
a s t o where on Lot 23 Wea the rby may have e r e c t e d b u i l d i n g s . 

Between 1827 and 1830 t h e C i t y t ook t h e w e s t e r n p o r t i o n of t h e Lot ( a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
35 f e e t ) f o r t h e r o a d bed of C a r o l i n e S t r e e t as p a r t of a major f i l l i n g i n of t h e 
h a r b o r . 

I n 1822, b e f o r e t h e c o m p l e t i o n of C a r o l i n e S t r e e t as p a r t of t h e f i l l i n g i n of 
t h e h a r b o r t o Thames S t r e e t , John Hutson bought t h e p r o p e r t y . Hutson a l s o owned 
s e v e r a l o t h e r l o t s on t h e n o r t h s i d e of t h e 1500 b l o c k of Thames S t r e e t . I t i s 
p o s s i b l e t h a t he b u i l t , f o r s p e c u l a t i v e p u r p o s e s , t h e " l a r g e b r i c k d w e l l i n g " on 
t h e l o t m e n t i o n ed i n a p u b l i c s a l e n o t i c e i n t h e December 2 , 1843 , B a l t i m o r e Sun. 
The e x t a n t d e t a i l i n g i n t h e b u i l d i n g i s of such a p l a i n n a t u r e as t o n e i t h e r 
c o n f i r m o r r e f u t e t h e d a t e of t h e i n t e r i o r s t r u c t u r e . The i r o n s p o t b r i c k f a c a d e 
d a t e s from t h e 20 th c e n t u r y , con temporaneous w i t h t h e a d j a c a n t f a c a d e a t 1502-1508 
Thames S t r e e t . (The n e i g h b o r i n g a l t e r a t i o n s were done a f t e r 1 9 4 0 . ) 

The B a l t i m o r e C i t y Tax A s s e s s o r s ' F i e l d Books of 1866, 1876 and 1898 d e s c r i b e a 
two and one h a l f s t o r y b r i c k h o u s e . The t e n a n t i n 1876 s o l d " s e g a r s " and t o b a c c o . 

See C o n t i n u a t i o n Shee t 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. B-3999 

See continuation sheet s^g0 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM r e f e r e n c e s 

A i i I I I i i i i I I • I i 1 . . I "I i I I I i I i . I I . I . I . . I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code .—« .̂ 

11 • Form Prepared By ^_ 

name/title Cathar ine Black, Louise Akerson, Jane McWilliams, Nancy Schamu 

. „ Walter Schamu and Assoc. . . May 1984 
organization date J 

street & number 107 East P res ton S t r e e t telephone 685-3582 

city or town Balt imore state Maryland 21202 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust >**"*%, 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



GENERAL DESCRIPTION (Continued) B 3999 

On the south elevation a row of vertical brick (all brick on 
the south elevation is ironspot) marks the foundation. One large 
window originally filled with glass block lights the first floor. 
Above the window are ornamental brick which serve as a belt 
course. The sills of the three second floor windows (none of 
which have sashes) sit on the belt course. Similarly, a "belt 
course" exists at the sill level of the three, third floor sash-
less windows. A steeped brick cornice terminates the elevation. 
The cornice acts as a parapet hiding the pitch of the gable roof. 

The west elevation shows at least four perios of brickwork 
and changed fenestration. Ironspot brick exists at the first 
floor front around a large window once totally filled with glass 
block. To the north exists a window covered with a metal lintel 
and two door openings. The second floor fenestration consists of 
two windows (at the southern end) and door; toward the northern, 
apex of the triangle the second and third floor walls are 
missing, exposing the interior. Three windows remain on the 
third floor above the second floor openings. A large patch of 
multi-colored brick with wide mortar joints exists between the 
two southernmost windows. 

A chimney exists at the peak of the roof. However, no 
fireplaces now exist in the interior. 

The interior of the building has undergone considerable 
damage from vandals and from fires, the most recent of which 
occurred in early 1984. Structural engineers have determined 
that the building is not structurally sound. 

On the interior, the first floor consists of one room with a 
narrow, winding staircase on the north wall leading to the second 
floor and the attic, (see photos 2 & 3) The second floor 
consists of three rooms: two across the south elevation (see 
photo 4 & 5)and one behind, (see photo 6) The third floor is 
divided into two rooms across the south elevation and a bathroom 
in the northwest corner, (photos 7 & 8) The appearance of the 
spaces on the second and third floors at the northern apex of the 
triangular building give no clue as to their use. 

Throughout the building, the plaster is in a severly 
deteriorated condition. The woodwork appears to date from the 
20th century. 



B-3999 

1500 Thames Street, Baltimore City 

#8 Statement of Significance continuation sheet 1 

The tenant in 1898, Michael Long, was operating a bar in the building. 
This use continued through the twentieth century as is documented by 
the 1902 and 1917 Sandborn Atlases. The building also underwent alterations 
between 1898 and 1902 as the Sandborn Atlas indicates a three story 
brick building on the lot. It was probably used as a saloon. 



CHAIN OF TITLE 

B-3999 
1500 Thames Street 
3-7-1818-44 

SEB 75/74 Agnes Wisnieski to Fotis Zografes, et. al 
6/24/1983 
Deed 

MLP 9477/277 Hyde Realty Co. to Joseph Wisnieski 
5/13/1954 
Deed 

MLP 9477/274 Emil Maelik, Trustee to Hyde Realty Coi, 
5/13/1954 

MLP 6881/215 Anna Disney to Marlene Baum 
3/12/1946 
Asgt. 

MLP 5875/257 John L. Collins to Sally Cumings and Marlene Baum 
11/25/1938 
Asgt. 

SCL 5789/155 Katie Krebs to John L. Collins 
7/10/1931 
Lease 

SCL 2914/106 Alice S. Whiting to John Krebs 
5/6/1914 
Deed 

RO 2206/396 Mary Hazan to John Krebs 
6/30/1906 
Asgt. 

SCL 2914/106 Alice Whiting to John Krebs 
5/6/1914 
Deed 

?T66/ia8 Charles E. Middleton to Alice Whiting 

8/15/1907 

AM 250/292 Charles Middleton to William P. Freeman 
14/26/1864 
Lease 
»*, o/o/<« Robert Barnes to William P. Freeman AM 243/116 
2/14/1863 
Deed 

GES 222/176 Augustus Price, Tax Collector, to Robert Barnes 
2/3/1862 Deed refers to : Improvements as a three story brick house 
Deed number sixteen and a two story plus attic brick dwelling 

number fourteen [1500] on Thames Street 



B-3999 2 
1500 Thames Street 

AWB 357/404 George M. Gill, trustee, to William P. Freeman 
4/22/1845 
Deed 

TK 314/203 John Glass to Fells Point Savings and Loan Society 
11/20/1841 
Mtg. 

TK 272/215 Martha Hutson to John Glass 
7/14/1837 

WG 161/667 
3/9/1822 
Deed William C. Weatherby to John Hutson 

WG KK/490 Henry Remsen Teller to William Weatherby 
9/27/1792 Lot 23 in Fell's Point 

Ann Fell to John Remsen 
1768 



B-3999 

1500 Thames Street 

#9 Major Bibliographical References Continuation Sheet 

-Hall of Records, Annapolis 

Baltimore Gity Land Records. 
Baltimore City Directory, 1796. 
Federal Direct Tax Assessment, Depford Hundred, Baltimore City. 

-Baltimore City Courthouse, Baltimore 

Baltimore City Land Records. 

-Baltimore City Archives, Baltimore 

Baltimore City Assessors' Field Books, 7th Ward, 1866, 1876, 1898 
Baltimore City Ordinance No..29, May 4, 1801. 
George W. McCreary, Street Index, Baltimore: 1900. 

-Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore 

Sandborn Map Company, Insurance Maps of Baltimore, Maryland, Vol. 4, 
editions of 1902 and 1917. 

NOTE: All research notes are on file at the Maryland Historical Trust. 







B-3999 
G. M. Hopkins, Atlas of Baltimore, Maryland, 
and Environs, Philadelphia; V5% 



B-3999 

G. M. Hopkins, Atlas of Baltimore, Maryland and Environs, 

Philadelphia: 1,976. 



B-3999 
Bromley, Atlas of Baltimore, Baltimore: 1896 



B-3999 
Sandborn Map Company 
Insurance Haps of Baltii 
vol. A, 1917 



B-3999 
Baltimore City 
Dept. of PublIc Work 
1953 



Demolished 
B-3999 
1500 Thames Street 
Block 1818 Lot 044 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 





1. 1500 Thames St. B-3999 
2. Baltimore, Md. 
3 . J . Braugh Schamp 
4. 31 March 1984 
5. Maryland H i s t o r i c a l T r u s t , Annapol is , Md. 
6 . S e l e v a t i o n 
7 . 1/8 





1. 1500 Thames S t . B-3999 
2 . B a l t i m o r e , Md. 
3,. J . Brough Schamp 
6 . 31 March 1984 
5 . Mary land H i s t o r i c a l T r u s t , A n n a p o l i s , Md. 
6 . l s t f l o o r N w a l l 
7 . 2 /8 





la 1500 Thames S t . B-3999 
2 . B a l t i m o r e , Md. 
3 . J . Brough Schamp 
4 . 31 March 1984 
5. Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis, Md. 
6. 1st floor E and N wall 
7. 3/8 





1. 1500 Thames St. B-3999 
2. Baltimore, Md. 
3 . J . Brough Schamp 
4. 31 March 1984 
5. Maryland H i s t o r i c a l T r u s t , Annapolis , Md. 
6 . 2nd f loo r from N w a l l looking S to 

S w a l l 
7. 4/8 





1. 1500 Thames St. B-3999 
2. Baltimore, Md. 
3. J. Brough Schamp 
4. 31 March 1984 
5. Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis, Md. 
6. 3d floor SE room S wall 
7. 5/8 





1. 1500 Thames St. B-3999 
2. Baltimore, Md. 
3 . J . Brough Schamp 
4 . 31 March 1984 
5. Annapolis, Md., Maryland Historical Trust 
6. 2nd floor N end 
7. 6/8 





1. 1500 Thames St. B-3999 
2. Baltimore, Md. 
3 . J . Brough Schamp 
4. 31 March 1984 
5 . Maryland H i s t o r i c a l T r u s t , Annapol is , Md. 
6. 3d f loor From N room looking SW 
7. 7/8 





1. 1500 Thames St. B-3999 
2. Baltimore, Md. 
3 . J . Brough Schamp 
4. 31 March 1984 
5. Maryland H i s t o r i c a l T rus t , Annapolis , Md. 
6. 3d f loor SW room S and W wal l s 
7. 8/8 


